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The Red-Letter Saint: Or #4e Canonizing- 
Poft. 


Reader, 


Have certain Intelligence from Rome [ Fuly 


12.1710. } that the Pope appear’d lately 

in the Congregation appointed to examinc 

the Allegations brought for Canonizing Pcpe 
Pius the Veh; and it being judg’d that there was 
fufficient Proofs of his Sanétity, he will be cano- 
niz’d at Ealter next, when I’m alfoinform’d, the 
Pope will perform the Ceremony of making Five 
cther new Saints. 

This Jnteligence, as it firft put into my Head to 
write the Catholick and Amufing Pofts, fo it alfo 
put me upon writing the following Eflay, which 
Lentitle, The Red-Letter Saint: Or, the Canonizing 
Poff. Fortho’our Britifh Almanacks prefent us 
with many Red-Letter Saints, yetthe Atanner and 
Reafon of the Pope’s Canonizing a Saint, igenever 
(or rarely) difcover’d, 1 fhall therefore (to 
oblige my Athenian Readers ) here publifh 4 Ca- 
nonizing Poft. 

The Canonizing of Saints is nothing elfe, but 
the publick Determination and Sentence of the 
Church, whereby fome that are dead are judged 


to be Saints, and worthy of Honour and Wor- | / 


fhip; as to be prayed unto, Temples and Al- 
tars tobe fet up in their Names, Holy-days to 
be appointed for them, and their Relicks to be 
adored. And thus ( fay they ) it is lawful, pro- 
fitable, and expedient for the Church to Cano- 
nize Saints. This was the Pope’s own lavention 
eight hundred Years after Chrift, at the lealt ; 
fet abroach and continued in Polics, for the Cor- 
firmation ot certain idolatrous Superftifons, 
which he Jabour’d thereby to advance, and now 
are made the feven Points wherein the Canon 


zation confifteth, fetting the new Saints in the 
Calendar with red Letters. Who gave the Pope 
that Priviledge to be infallible in that Judgment ? 
For our Adverfaries themfelves acknowledge, 
they may be miftaken; how many Faétions and 
Solicitations are ufed in the Court of Rome by 
Princes and States, that a Man of their Country 
or City be canonized. And at what vaft Expen- 
ces have they been to purchafe it ? The City of 
Barcelona, and the whole Country of Catalonia 
{pent many thoufand Pounds in the canonizing 
Raimond de Pennafort, a Dominican Friar. The 
Jefuits {pent ten Millions for the Canonization of 
their two Twins, Jynarius Loyola, and Francis 
Xavier, whom they call the Eaff-India Apoftle. 
The Book of facred Ceremonies doth acknow- 
ledge, that the Pope fometimes was conftrained, 
in fome Sort, to canonize a Alan againft his Opi- 
niony and therefore made a Proteftation. By 
that Proteftation he thought co difcharge his 


Confcience. 


The Manner of Canonixing a Saint, 


The Words whercby the Pope canonizeth a 
Saint are thefe: Jn the Auchority of God Almighty, 
Fathe¥, Son and Holy Gheft, ard of the Bleffed Apo~ 
les, Peter and Paul, avd in our own, we decree 
and define, that N. of good Alemory, 1s aSaint, and 
muft be put into the Lift of Saints, &c. But before 
the Pronouncing of that Sentence, the Caufe is 
pleaded in the Confiftory, and an Advocate pre- 
fents himfelf, who reprefeats the Reafons why 
fuch a one ought to be fainced. The Apoftles 
were not fo faiated, nor their Difciples, nor 


chofe Fathers, who were called Saints, as /renews, 


Cyprian, Bafil, Hierome, Augufline, as a learned 


Divine noteth. It happens, faith he, to fome- 


poor Saints, for whom the Dignity of Sains is 
begged 
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begged in the Court of Rome, to be caft in their 
Suit, and they cannot be Saints in Heaven, be- 
ciufe Men on Earth were not favourable to 


on, which wasin vogue among the Heathens 
whofe Priefts were befides themfelves, when 
they {pake in the Name of their Gods and their 
moit celebrated Exercifes of Religion were fuch 


them. Sometimes the Degree of Berar? is ob- | Mm ebratec ie 

tained tor them, which is a middle Degree, and} Kiad of irrational Actions 5 but there is no. 
on Expeétation of Saint-fhip. By this Means | ching of chis at all countenanced under Chriftia. 
i opes will give their Servants to be worfhipped | aity: For the Golpel would make us wile as 
by the Nations of Chriftendom; which xem] well as devout; aia if is not required that we 
Saints are far more honoured than the Patriarchs| put off the Man, but the old Man and its Vices, 
aud Prophets: for in the Roman Chirch ic fa-| when we become Chriftians. 


reth with Saints as with Clothes, the newelft are 
the beft, and moft eftcemed. 

But whatever they pretend, the great Number 
of Saints canonized and commemorated among 
them, is neither a Sign of their good State and 
Condition of their Church; nor is there keeping 
{o many Holy-days in Remembrance of them 
any Inftance of true Devotion. 

As for many of the Saints which they comme- 
morate, we own as well as they, and can pre- 
tend as good a Right in them as they can, be- 
canfe we own, and will fubmict to whatever can 
be urged from them; fuch are the blefled Virgin, 
the Apoftles and Evangelifts; and after them 
alfo the Bifhops, Martyrs aud Confeflors in the 
Primitive Church: But we confefs that we have 
not the fame Efteem of many whom they comme- 
morate as Saints, and urterly difallow of their 
Canonizing or Sainting of them: For many of 
them (I believe ) never had any Being, but ip 


the Fancy of thefe Saint-makers, who yet are) 
commemorated, and prayed to as well as any. 
others. Such are St. Longinus, under which) 
Name they have madea Man of the Spear which 
pierced our Saviour’s Blefled Body, St. Almachi- 
4, ON Fax.1. Which only-comes from the Cor- 
tuption of Almanack; St. Amphibalus, who was 
only St. Alban’s Cloak; Sc. Urfula, and her 
11000 Virgins, of whom no Foot-fteps can be 
foundintrue Hiftory. Many of them, I fear, 
at had been better that they had never been, ‘as 
being notorionfly vicious and {candalous in their 
Lives. Andothers, though more innocent, yet 
if we believe what is written in their Lives, were 
{0 prodigioufly ridiculous, that a wife aud reli- 
gious Man would be afham’d of fuch Company. 
Tohear Meninan Extafy of Devotion to talk | 
Nonfenfe, or to preachto Birds and Beafts, to 
run naked, to wander voluntarily in Defarts, 
@c. is more likely with fober Men, to bring! 
their Perfons and Aétions into Contempt and| 
Scorn, than to affect them with any quick Senfe 
of Religion; at beft it will excite Men only to 
that extatical and enthufiaftical Kind of Devoti- 


And,tho’ we are fenlible of many among us, thar 
have been very exemplary for Vertue and Piety, 
and have no reafon to doubt of their Salvation; 
but have as full Affurance of it, at leaft, as they 
have of their Red-Letter Saints; yet we are ve. 
ry fhy of canonizing or fainting them, becanfe 
we know not Mens Hearts, nor dare we to pré- 
fume to difpofe fo abfolutely of Heaven as the 
Pope doth. Wethank God for thofe that have 
lived and died well among us, and exhort our 
Friends to imitate all the Good which fhewed it 
felfinthem 5 but we know not to what Purpofe 
Canonization is. If it be only to recommend 
their Vertues to Example, the Canonization of 
them will fignify no more than the bare Hiftory 
of their good Lives, faithfully recorded, would 
do; but if it be in Order to praying to them, we 
utterly condemn it. And it is too plain, chat 
this is the End-of their being canonized: For 
from that Time, folemn Prayer and Invocation is 
allowed and offered up to them. And this I 
believe hath been an Occafion of their falling 
from the Truth of Chriftian Dottrine as well as 


\Pra@ife: For they taking fuch a Man to bea 


Saint, think themfelves obliged to follow and 
vindic&t whatever he either did or faid, as holy 
and true, not confidering that the beft of meer 
Men have been guilcy of Miftakes and Imperfe- 
tions; and then much more may we fufpeét the 
Judgment and Underftanding, the Vertue and 
Piety of many of chofe chat fill up the bigget 
Partof the Romifh Calendar. 
And for the fame Reafon, we think, there is 
not much Religion or Devotion exprefled, in the 
keeping up the Memory of fuch Saints, by foma- 
ny Holy-Days obferved among them. , 
if they commend their Holy-Days for the Op- 
portunities afforded in them of ferving God in 
Publick, we have fach Conveniencies in many 
Places every Day. | 
If they commend them as Days fet apart 0 
Reft and IdlenefS, we are not altogether of chett 
Mind; for we think we have as many as oUF 
Poor can well fpare ; and are fure that they ee 


[ 


obferve: So that.their Holy-Days are no Ad- 
vantage to any; the Rich need chem not, be- 
caufe if they have Abilities, they may be idle 
aid luxurious every Day; but they are a great 
it and Burthen tothe Poor, when chey are 
ced to lofe fo many Days from their Work, 
by which they fhould maintain themfelves and 
their Families: And tho’ the Popes, by Reafon 
of this Cry of the Poor, have been prevailed with 
to cut off many of thofe Days of Idlenefs, yet 
{till in moft Places; the Number of them Is ia- 
toilerable. 

‘Tis true, the Papifts tell us, That theirs is a 
Religion that only hath canonized ber Profeffors for 
Saints after Death, and celebrateth their annual 
Memories, whereby their Names ever live in Honour, 
and all Poft@ity incited both to glorify God for his 
Graces beftowed on them, and ‘alfa fiudionfly to 
imitate their Virtues. 

To this I anfwer, ‘tis true the Papifts com- 
mend a-Religion that Canonizeth Saints, but that 
maketh little for the Commendation of Popery, 
for itis not long fince the Canonizing of Saint: 
began ; befides that, the Papifts fometimes cano- 
nize Traytors and wicked Men for Saints, as 
Becket and Yames Clement, and fome Englifh Ke- 
bels, as Coleman, Pickering, Whitebread, Green, 
Bury and Hill (the Murtherers of Sir Edmund Bu- 
ry Godfrey ) and gave idolatrous Worfhip to thefe 
Saints. As for us, we keep the Memories of 
the Apoftles, and reverently efteem holy Men 
departed, altho’ not canonized by the Pope; 
but dare not pray to them as the Papifts do, who 
believe the Saints departed hear their Prayers. 

No marvel therefore if after this, our Chri- 
ftian Peripateticks, the Divines of Culleyn, have 
made Arijtotle a Saint, asthey did, if we believe 
Cornelius Agrippa, and perhaps prayed cto him as 
devoutly as others prayed for him. They count 
him among the Gods, faith grippa in. his 45 Chap- 
ter, tho’ Agrippa himfelf be of a contrary Opmi- 
on; for he faith, Ariftotle killed himfelf, being 
made a Sacrifice worthy of the Devils. 

And from St. Omer’s \have this Intelligence, 
Feb. 3. New-Stile. This Day we celebrate the 
Feftival of Saint COLEMAN, thofe that 
would read his Lifeand Wonders, let them pe- 
rufe Colganus, a notable Retailer ot Saints Lives, 
p- 246, and 247. where you may find how his 
Day came to be obferwd in our Catholick 
Church, and its Vigil kept with folemn Faltings 
becaufe once upon a Time, Certain Thrafhers, not 
content. with Lenten=fare, having a Mind on that 


Ev 
fo! 
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more Holy-Days than their Poor can afford to|Dayto aWHITE-POT, the fame, wher the, 


| went to eat it, was turn’d into Blood 

But of his Miracles, | hall only divert you 
with one, which concerns a Tree, that by vir- 
tue of being planted by him, contraéted fuch a 
wonderful Quality, that the leaft bit of iccarryd 
abouga Perfon that had Confidence inthe Saint, 


is a certain Security againft che mof eminent 
Dangers of Death 3 infomuch that the faid Av- 
thor aflirms, That a certain Ad. 
jud ted to die, having gota Piece of that Wood wm bts 
Mouth before be was trufsd wp, was found alive af~ 
tor he had hang’d theufual Times; and fo waa f2- 
cond and third Time hanged up, yet could not be 
ftrangled, till the Officers examining, found, and 
took out the Lignum Vitx from bis Chaps, and then 
he was prejently as dead as an Herring... We 
thought to have fent over a Parcel of this rare 
Timber to fuch Relations to the Saint, or inti- 
mate Friends of ours in Exglend, as had, or may 
have need of it; but then we wifely confider'd, 
that chough it were an Antidote againft the Aal- 
tery ‘tis none againft the Cleaver, and fo forbore 
the Complement. But if any new Profelyce ia 
Danger only of fimple Hanging, will try the 
Experiment, let him {peak to our Faétors in Er- 
gland, and by the firlt Return, and Pence de- 
policed, he fhall be furnifh’d fo effectually as he 
may defy Squire Keteh and all his Works. 

Thus far this zealous Catholick, and I believe 
there is no Rowan Catholick now living in Fr- 
gland or Ireland, but will freely owg that the Pa- 
pifts maintain the Doétrine of Angel-worhhip, 
of Invocation of Saints, and of the Virgin Afa- 
ry, and canonized Saints; calling efpecially upon 
the Virgin Afary. hey ufvally carve, pourtray, 
paint the Statue of the Virgin, and reprefent 
her by them to the Eyes and Thoughts, when 
they pray unto her in all their Offices, Primmers, 
Pfalcers, Rofaries, Miflals, Breviarics, Books of 
Devotion, Churches, Chappels, Monafteries, 
Alcars of our Lady; efpecially on all their pul- 
lick Feftiva}s dedicated to her Hggour, in grear- 


e/acter being da- 


the Emprefs, Queen, Lady af Heaven, Earth, 
and all Creatures in them. In their publick Li- 
curgy they have a Litany, whereby they pray, 
1. Toher. 2. Tothe Arch-Angels and Angels. 
3. To Patriarchs and Prophets. 4. To the Ape- 
{tles and Evangelifts. §. To the Martyrs. 6. 
To Fathers and Doétors. 7. To Popes znd 
Confeflors, 8. To Monks and Eremites. 9. 
To all the Saints, Virgins and Widows, that 


they would joyn together to make lncqecett90 
oJ 


e 


eft State, crowned with a Crown of Glory, as ° 


_ Where Friendship is the chief Ing edient made. 


for them. And to thefe Saints they have their 
fet Hol: -Days; tothem they burn Tapers, per- 
form Mafles and Trentals: each have their fun- 
dry Collc&s, Hymns, Prayers and Oblations; 
each have their fundry Offices defigned them. 
Some are over particular Towns and Cities ; 
fome over Trades and particular Profeflions , 
fome are over Difeafes ; fome have the {fpecial 
Gift of beftowing Arcs and Sciences. 

Now what is this but to forfake the Fountain 
of living Waters, and to hew out broken Ci- 
{terns that can hold no Water, as the Lord com- 

laineth in a like Cafe ? The rife of all this was 
rom a prepofterous Admiration of Saints de- 
parted, or (1 may fay of fome of them, they 
were rather Devils incarnate: ) and from the 
perverfe Opinion of thofe who make no Diffe- 
rence between civil Prayer to Men living, and 
religious Prayer to Saints departed ; which Er- 
ror hath been maintained and heightned by the 
great Ambition, and Avarice of the Popifh 
Clergy: fo that now the French Proverb is not 
without Ground. God cannot be knvwa among fo 
many Saints. 


The Rhiming-Poft continued : Or, more 


L 4] 


My Love thus lodg’d, I could contented live: 
But when I think how true how much rome 
Your gen’rous Mind bids me expect 
From you the like Effect. ’ 
Then fear not boldly to beftow, 
Your Love where you in Reafon owe. 
For that and Juftice too will fay, 
It is a Debt you ought to pay ; 
But if your Inclination difapprove, 
My Kefolution fhall be ftill to love. 


The Loooking-Glafs. 


I 


H happy Thing ! What would | give to be 
My Miftrefs’s Glafs, inftead of thee ? 
Thou fee’ft the Glorious Image ev’ry Day, 
For which I hoarly pine away. 


II. ( view. 
By thine own Light thou fcarce her Form canf 
Thy very Light and Effence too 
Proceeds from her, as Pheabus’s borrow’d Ray, 
Reflects the Image of the Day. 


III. 


Would fhe but caft fuch quick’ning Beams on me, 
I fhould her living Image be ; 


Poems on Subjelts defired. 
The He-Platonick, addrefs’d to Orinda—— 


Flame as facred as the Vows of thofe, 
Who to Devotion do their Lives difpofe. 
My Love has nourifh’d and to you, 
It is an Off’ring due. 
And with you lec it barn, | 
Though I may hope but fmall Return ; 
Yet may my doubtful Thoughts have reft, 
To know ‘tis harbour’d in your Breaft. 
Where if but kindly cherifh’d Pil not fear, 
But it may kindle the like Paflion there. 


A Flame it is as chaft as your own Thought, 
Free from the Vices Nature would have taught ; 
Refin’d by Virtues that attend, 

A Lover and a Friend. 
With Freedom then you may receive, 
What wich fach /unocence 1 give 5 
And if fome Heat from you’t procures, 
There’s ftill no Fear of hurting yours, ~ 
For in that Love no Poifon is convey’d, 


Look when fhe pleas'd, her Piéture fhe would find 
Deeply imprinted in my Mind. 


IV. 


The Faithlefs Glafs ten thoufand Forms does bear, 
When fhe alone fhould revel there, 

And, Courtier-like, to ev’ry one can fay, 

Thou art the Beautiful and Gay. 


V. 

Be falfe to all the reft, be only true 
To her, and this I’d have thee do, 
Preferve th’ /dea of my Saint in Store, 
Till I fhall fee thy Face once more. 


VI. 


Then to thy Shrine a Reverence Pll pay, 
Like zealous Ramansev’ry Day ; 

IH hug the Relick with a pious Fear, 
Becaufe | know the Goddefs’s there. 


VIL 

But if fhe’s charged thee, thou fhouldft not trace 
The leaft Difcovery. of her Face, 

The ftri& Injunétion ne’er fhall trouble me, 
Seeing ye’re both Hypocrify. 
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